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PERFUMES AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.

cock PL which is closed as soon as fluid begins to flow from
it. After the liquid has remained in contact with the ma-
terial for from thirty to sixty minutes, PL is opened very
slowly, the liquid is allowed to escape and is displaced wkh
water which is made to pass out of F in the same way as the
solvent, until the latter is completely displaced from S.

After the solvent has been distilled off, the less volatile
essential oil remains in the still almost pure, containing only
traces of wax, vegetable fat or coloring matter which are of
no consequence for our purposes. The last remnants of the
solvent cannot be expelled by distillation, but by forcing

FIG. 30.

through the essential oil a current of pure air for fifteen or
twenty minutes. The essential oils then are of the purest,
unexceptionable quality.

In the case of delicate oils it is better to use carbonic acid
in place of air for expelling the last traces of the solvent, as
the oxygen may impair the delicacy of the fragrance. For
this purpose we use the apparatus illustrated in Fig. 30. In
the large bottle A carbonic acid is generated by pouring
hydrochloric acid over fragments of white marble. The car-
bonic acid passes into the vessel B filled with water which
frees it from any adhering drops of hydrochloric acid; then
into C filled with sulphuric acid to which it yields its water
so that only pure carbonic acid escapes through the fine rose

